OPEN   COMBAT

leave the responsibility to their judgment? Why risk
arbitrary action on the part of men who may be mis-
informed? Why trust dubious informers rather than
set up the right of intervention as an integral part of
our economic life?'

'That/ said Hitler with a hypocritical sigh, 'is where
we differ. Profit-sharing and the workers' right to be
consulted are Marxist principles, I consider that the
right to exercise influence on private enterprise should
be conceded only to the State, directed by the superior
class.3

It was half past one. Two men, Stohr and Buch,
apparently sent for by Hitler, entered at this moment.
Adolf excused himself and then, without another word,
conducted them to his room. Rudolf Hess followed
them.

There were no raised voices that day, and no violent
quarrel. But the situation was clear, and I expected
Hitler to carry out his threats the same evening, or at
latest next morning. However, he did nothing of the
sort.

The task of settling the matter, in a fashion at once
cowardly and cunning, was once more left to Goebbels.

From the beginning of June onwards my occasional
contributors started being expelled from the Party.
Hitler was not yet powerful enough to ban our papers
or to persecute me openly, though I had reckoned